The Taking of Hugli
new situation was obvious. Father Cabral was accordingly asked to
go to Mrauk-u and lay the matter before him.
But in point of fact Thiri-thu-dhamraa had heard of the Mughal
attack on Hugli. We have seen that he was feeling his way
towards a treaty with Goa. It now occurred to him that were he to
send his Dianga fleet to the rescue of Hugli, he would put the
whole Portuguese nation under an obligation, thereby facilitating
the negotiations which he contemplated. What he wanted was to
drive the Mughals right out of Bengal with the assistance of the
Goanese fleet and artillery, a stroke which would not only greatly
increase his importance but also anticipate what he believed must
otherwise develop, a Mughal invasion of Chittagong. Indeed, he
calculated that a sudden onslaught upon the Mughal forces invest-
ing Hugli would be a brilliant first move in this general plan. The
relief of the town, the destruction of the Viceroy's fleet, and the
dispersal of his army, taken unawares in the rear, would enable
Mm to represent as so feasible a full-dress attack on Dacca, the
Bengal capital, that Goa would join without hesitation. He had,
therefore, unknown to the Portuguese at Hugli, ordered his
galleys at Dianga to sail. But delayed by the weather they had
sailed too late. By the time they reached Hugli the place had
fallen and the Mughal fleet was returning to Dacca laden with
spoil. This they interrupted and burnt, getting back much of the
Hugli loot. Then learning that the survivors were on Saugar
Island, they hastened downstream to look for them there.
Before Cabral was due to leave for Mrauk-u, twenty-seven
Dianga galleys, 'all so swift and warlike', as he says, 'that they
alone would have sufficed to give us victory', anchored in the
island road. Their commander was Manoel Palmeiro, and he had
with him all the Portuguese mercenaries of Dianga. He told de
Azevedo that no less than 500 more ships were mustering and that
he was most anxious to avenge their great losses and sufferings.
But reflection showed that a naval raid on Dacca was not feasible.
That would have to be postponed till greater military forces were
available. Meanwhile Cabral was right to go to Mrauk-u. He
would put a galley at his disposal, give him introductions and an
assistant.
The monsoon was now over. Cabral first went to Dianga. Man-
rique was there but the two men did not meet. After a stay of a
week with a fellow Jesuit, Father Antonio Farinha, he left for
Mrauk-u? reaching it in four days by the open-sea route.
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